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Dear Friend and Fellow Travelor,

Forget what you’ve heard about Nicaragua. This conveniently located Central American 
country is sure to surprise you with everything it has to offer, from its excellent surfing 
beaches on the Pacific Ocean to its incredible colonial towns. It’s one of the safest countries 
in the Americas, and with its economy on the rise, Nicaragua is a great place to visit, live, 
and invest.

Travelers to Nicaragua will discover how easy it is to get to Nicaragua when they arrive at 
Augusto C. Sandino International Airport in Managua, with flights arriving from cities all 
across the world. The western part of the country surrounding the capital city is the most 
developed in Nicaragua. A third of the population lives around here, and it has the most 
volcanoes and lakes of the entire country. Don’t miss out on the luxury resort experiences 
and cultural history that can be found in this region.

Other parts of Nicaragua are where you can find amazing rainforests, wildlife, mountains, 
and opportunities to visit coffee and tobacco plantations. The central region is mountainous, 
and the lowlands on the Atlantic side of the country are forested. Half of the country is 
considered part of the lowlands, but only 10% of Nicaraguans live there, so it’s a great place to 
go for anyone who wants to get off the beaten track and really explore nature. The Bosawás 
Biosphere Reserve, located in the Nicaraguan lowlands, is a dedicated biosphere reserve, as 
well as being the second largest rainforest in the Western Hemisphere. 

No matter where you are in Nicaragua, the temperature is going to be warm, ranging from 
72°F during the night to 86°F during the day (22°C-30°C). It generally feels a bit cooler during 
wet season and a bit warmer during dry season. The dry season lasts from January to June 
and the wet season goes from July to December. Wear light clothing to be comfortable during 
your time here.

The national language in Nicaragua is Spanish, but many local people also speak English. 
Nicaragua is a mostly Catholic country, and its government is a democratic republic with 
a President, a National Assembly, and a Supreme Court. The population is highly educated, 
with a literacy rate of 97%.

Nicaragua has its own currency called the córdoba, but most businesses will accept U.S. dollars 
as valid payment. Although Nicaragua is one of the poorest countries in Latin America, its 
economy is growing and shows signs of continued improvement in the upcoming years. The 
fact is, now is the best time to see for yourself what’s so appealing about this under-the-radar 
country. When you read this handbook, you’ll see why.

Daniel Wil helm
Publisher
Escape Artist
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INTRODUCTION
Unsurprisingly to those already in the country, Nicaragua’s living and retirement 
opportunities have been endorsed and recommended by such leading news sources as U.S. 
News & World Report and NBC News. Nicaragua is currently one of the easiest and most 
rewarding places for an American tourist or expat to visit or live. These opportunities are 
driven by affordable real-estate investment, low taxes, and a low cost of living coupled with 
a sustainable, high quality of life. However, that isn’t all that Nicaragua has to offer. 
Nicaragua’s natural and architectural beauty is unmatched, and the country also offers a 
helpful retiree benefits program and quality universal healthcare. Nicaragua also holds 
bragging rights to being the safest country in all of Central America. Instead of being plagued 
by worries of when or if you’ll be able to retire, or where you should visit and invest next, 
take a deeper look into the reasons you should consider Nicaragua.

GEOGRAPHY
Nicaragua is situated in Central America between Honduras and Costa Rica. It is also 
conveniently located less than two and a half hours away from Miami or Houston by plane, 
making it ripe for U.S. tourism and ex-patriotism.
 
It takes about five and a half hours to go from the North to the South of the country by 
car along the Pan-American Highway. However, travelling West to East is virtually only 
accessible by plane.
 
An impressive 20 % of the Nicaraguan mainland is protected national parks and nature 
reserves. Many of Nicaragua’s unique natural wonders are in pristine condition because 
of these vast reserves. Furthermore, they are open to tourism and, in general, are easily 
accessible by car or public transportation.
 
Nicaragua’s geography is interesting and unique in several ways. For starters, the country 
is virtually split in half by a rain forest, which has created a Spanish speaking, economically 
growing half on the Pacific coast and an English speaking, economically stagnant half on the 
Atlantic coast.
 


